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SECTION A: READING COMPREHENSION | (16 Marks)
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions below it. '

‘Cameroon is renowned for its relative stability and is often referred to as an island of peace in a continent characterized by a
‘multiplicity of violent confliets.*Of course, one normally would expect such a country to be Africa’s success story in matters of
human security. Unfortunately, jungle justice, which has faken unprecedented heights within the past decade or more,
constitutes one of the greatest threats to human security and the rule of law in Cameroon. | '

Jungle justice is when the population (an irate mob) takes upon themselves the responsibility of inflicting penalty on an alleged
offender/criminal without proving him guilty of the offence. This is ‘justice” without trial. This often leads to death by stoning,
burning or fynching. This act is frequent with cases of aggravated theft. Here, persons most often presumed to be bandits, are
lynched by the masses on grounds of alleged (armed) robbery. This usually takes place after a public alarm is raised, followed
by mass mobilization and concluded by beating and lynching. |

In Cameroon, like in most of Africa south of the Sahara, urban hardships have pushed many young people out of their homes to
the streets as they struggle to survive, where they become vulnerable to all sorts of crimes. Indeed, families and communities no
longer can act as safety nets for children in need, but are instead producing poor, helpless and powerless children most of whom
resort to street life and violence (Lugalla & Kibassa, 2003). Even more, the rate of unemployment in the country is very high.
The hard times also lead to many school dropouts constituting a social nuisance.

Corruption, embezzlement and a high rate of injustice have brought about social inequalities, leading to two distinct classes of
people in Cameroon: the haves and the have-nots. While some people have become extremely rich, others within the same state

‘continue to suffer in abject poverty. A list of billionaires including their accounts in foreign banks and their estates at home was

published in a local newspaper. This shocked Cameroonians who. realized that a few people could be richer than the country.

| The situation is aggravated owing to the fact that those who attempt to open up small and medium-size businesses are easily

? frustrated by the battery of taxes they are supposed to pay. As a consequence, hard work and education are no longer viewed by

youth as means of achieving the dreams of modernity. With very limited choices for survival, many young people have turned

to illicit means of enrichment such as trickery and robbery. Hence, crimes are out of hand as the state has failed to assume and

guarantee human security. In some major cities, notorious armed gangs operate with almost total impunity, making it risky for
people to stay out of their homes after 7:00pm. Without the provision of effective national security, therefore, citizens take

personal measures to secure themselves and their property. --

- In fact, when people perceive threats to their immediate security, they often become less tolerant; hence they resort to jungle

: _ justice. It suffices for an alarm to be raised by such cries or shouts as “thief! thief!” for the masses to fall on a person of doubtful

P comportment, found taking a suspicious posture within the neighbourhoods. Armed ‘to the teeth’ with sticks and machetes, they

" hit and beat the suspect from every direction. Of course, this goes contrary to the principle behind the rule of law that, “no one
' is entitled fo take the law into his own hands” - _* ' ' .

| | There are many stories of the police failing to intervene to save life and property when armed robbers attack neighbourhoods at

L '* night. Some armed robbers even find it safer to operate in residences located around police posts. Conscious of its incapacity to

" ensure human security, the state has authorised the creation of private security companies, which appear to be more effective in’

- protecting life and property. But this is affordable only by the rich economic and bureaucratic elite and so the majority of the

people remain exposed. In such a situation, where the state cannot provide protection and security to the people, the citizenry

* withdraws its aliegiance to the state and resorts to alternative means of protection. The failure of the state to provide human

security coupled with the desire of the masses to bring the situation under their control, as a means of self or collective defence,
has led to the upsurge of mob justice. ' ' :

Nowadays it is common tc watch on TV channels images of thieves being administered mob justice by incineration. This is
because the people complain that many of the thieves handed over to the police are found in the streets few days after to
continue harassing them. There exist many instances when the population has marched to police or gendarmc stations to
administer mob justice on detainees. - - - ' o | f

The phenomenon of jungle justice has led to the development of two schools: one that advocates its use and another that
condemns it. Those who advocate the application of mob justice claim that it is a good way of solving or curbing crime wave.
They go on to argue that because it is administered by the people (masses), it should be considered as thé supreme tribunal.
Those who support jungle justice also hold that its frequent application is the best way to discourage robbery in society. They
consider it an effective strategy to combat the wanton and atrocious acts of bandits. On the opposite side, those who reject
jungle justice have highlighted its moral, biblical, legal and human rights implications to justify why it should be condemned.

From a moral perspective, jungle justice is derogatory to human personality. Human beings should not be treated in worst ways
than animals. In fact, jungle justice is like moving from one wrong to another. It is synonymous with terror, decay in morality
and collapse of public authority. The consequence is an eventual victimisation of innocent people. It can occur that a person is
wrongfully accused of a crime and be immediately subjected to physical torture and eventual lynching. Quife often, in
communities where jungle justice has gained currency, an individual can cause it to be meted out on his enemy for vengeance.
Besides, jungle justice minimises human values and undermines human security, which are essential factors of peace. It should
be mentioned here that jungle justice dehumanises both the perpetrator and the victim and thus should be considered an

abomination.
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Siﬁ{aj,sc:*?éxnpwp " ;;‘., 338 g 2 ;t AV O3] i,“ O 0N mere ancgalion denotes an uncivilised society, ?f“’*f:d_ mungie justice 1s a2
i + - TRy 1""1 £ o 3 I .
H %\g spirai thaot cuiminates in the destruction of a.%? - the siate, the ﬁemea_raff}h and the victims. To the perpeiraions, it
may cail for conviction and even sentencing. For the state, it shows its inability and failure to respect the social contract with its
peonle that oblige Gwernmerf to guarantee and ensure thei ir security. For the somet} as a whoie, it-belittles mankind and
Strov YU f » fac
destroys community life. If we **ecrlgmse the fact that iife is the most sacred thing on earth, then, there wil be ne cause for

people to do away with uhai one Lanrmt rer)!aw

bl

| Human r:guts awvmts on their part, f nd many things wrong with
;nvoned such as, the rzght t0 Hfe, the rrght to be treated in respect of human G'gﬂﬂ_‘) and worth, the right to due process of law
and to be heard b}f a just and }mpa"tia; court of law. In this regard, the prmf‘fp;e of p esumption of innocence and freedom from
torture, cr uei muuman ai”*d degraamg pum.:, hment must obaerved.

jungie justice considering the many human rights issues

- The Cameroen law (mnstiunon zmd pendr code} aiso condemns jungle justice, espectally when it Jeads to the loss of life. The
preamble of the constitution . trpuiatﬂs the mcesqrt}f to a fair trial and the law ensures that this is ruspected e caurtsl Wlﬂabf
shouid normally happen 1§ ihat the ali.egat;on Is investigated into by the legal department in cenjunction with the police or
gendarmerze it disclc}ses a case against the &Heged orferzder or criminal, the latter may be deferred or cemmmeg to trial
before a mmpe?em ca}m'f It is only the basis of evidence from witnesses rhal a deczsmn can be taken on whether the person is .
guilty or not. If guilty, he can be condemned. if not, he is discharged and acquitted. It is thus criminal to inflict jungle ] Eshcc 0; .
a person. J:,lmriﬂ-*uttmc: is also against international conventions such as the convention against Torture of 26 Junrj 1987, to
w;:zai: La;;nemo? s a szgn]a*f}ry Articie | of this convention dafines torture as “...any act by which severe pain or suffering
whether physical or mental; is ‘3*’&1‘1tmna£l 1) *hu‘[&d i aperson...p ) t o
" 1'-‘: gu;:,pecicd n ha\!]f}g wmmﬁm .y on & person...punishing hzm for an act he or a third person his committed

One must aumew;eafre that peapm s lives and survival are being threatened everyday by the high rate of msecmt** mn thé .
country. }a} curb the ugh* tr end, thc rote of the government is paramount. | 3
R Y Saw'ce Cuiled from the internet: hitps. //ideasforpeace. or
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_ C. The government
____D. The criminals

i3. The phammﬁz;m Is reierred to as ® Jungleju;té ce”
because |

A. Local weapons are used

B. It takes place in neighb ;Llrhmds

C. liis against the jaw '

. It is dme it disorder
“Jungle” in the expression “Jungle justice™ acts ae
d*"an - n |

B' ,&djéfst;ve

C. Subject cc}rnr){e:ﬂent

D. Subject |

t5. The author’s mtemmn in the pa patsage :s m
A. Expose the Inadequacies of the government
B. bmmr}e the adv antages and d:sadvamages of mob
~ juStice ® R
C. Condemn jungle justice
) /‘\dvac:dte for 11.1{1316 Justice
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. I thought that you had been tod the news

told the news
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| B.
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D.

7 had watched the movie
A. | told
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before’ is best reperted as
you I watched the movie before

I toid you that | already uafched the movie b‘“fﬁl‘*’ o
g told you | had watched the movie before .
L told you | have Watched the movie already
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25, 1 enjoy strolling
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Neither
Either
Neither of
Either of
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B.
C

L},

| "’? . There’s

B.
. plenty

So \ y
The correct order of these 3(1_;‘..0‘{1%35 19

rice left.

much
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A fat old brown Germay wooly hunting dog
A brown fat old wooly German htmtmg dag
- An old fat wooly brown German hunting dog
A fat wooly old brown hunting German dog
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34. 1 will not be able to do it without beingr helpe(;l._Th.e 42, As Sakwe approached the sewage dlsposal sne she

underiined part of the sentence is a clause of could hear the __of flies and the " of pigs
‘_ . . | as they searched the garbage for food. E |
A. Cause A. gruntmg ....... buzzing
B. Condition - B. wailing ......... quacking
C. Purpose C. buzzmg ......... -grunting
_ D.Result ' , | D. buzzing ....... Growling | _'_-
35. The lawyers are concerned about p people havmg been , 43, My girlfriend is as ~__as the weather but as
held in prison for years without judgement. beautiful as the .
‘Having been held’ is the ] _tense. A.clear.................... . peacock
A. simple passive ) B. changeable ......... rainbow
B. continuous passive _ C.bright ................... dove
- C. perfect passive D. fierce .................... queen -
D. perfect continuous passive L 44 Three years 1S time to allow the road to be
36. Blessing is as tall as her mother. ‘as....... as’ as used in constructed.
this sentence is a_ . | A. extensive
~ A. comparative - B. protracted
B. equative C. profuse ~
- C.superlative | __D. ample B _
D. base el i 45. The falled coupd’etat in 1984,
3. Njoya, what about allowing me to advise your wife now? A. occured
This statement is a/an , ' B. ocurred
A. request for help C. occurred
- B. accusation = _ | D. ocured B _ .
- C. apology | 46. Bache doesn’t like injections especially when she is ill.
D. suggestion | _ She is thus
38. Water supply was cut about two days ago. This | A. trypanophobic
statement means that o B. nosocomephobic
A. Water supply is on again now C. dentophobic
B. There’s no water supply at the moment D. pathophobic kK |
C. We had water supply on for two days 47. The odd set is
D. We never have water supply for more than two A. Lion, tiger, bear and sheep
days at a time. A .-  B. Infancy_ childhood, teenage and adolescence
SECTION C: VOCABULARY (12Marks) C. Cupboard, chair, table and bed
For questions 39 to 48, choose the alternative A, B, C or _D. Cucumber, tomato, pineapple and avocado
D that best completes the sentence. _ 48. Band is to musicians as __istofish.”
39. Samah was a humble and devoted teacher; he * A. troop
demonstrated none of his colleague’s : B. plankton
A. cheerfulness - _ C. school
B. arrogance _ . D. shaol _
C. hostility Choose the best answer from the alternatives A, B, C or
D.humility - ) S D that has the same meanmg as the underhned
-40. The Education Secretary ordered the student government wordfexpressmn
tostayonas administration of the school 49. Our village is a very quiet place to live in because there
until new elections for prefects are conducted. are few cars there. -
A. acivilian | A, silent
B. a political o ' B. peacefu!
C. aninterim | * | C. awesome
e D aﬁemmeﬂ+ L 2 gﬂnaz]ng_—_—__
‘41. When the policeman examined the gun, his SLSplCIOH Choose the best answer from the alternatives A, B, C or
turned into : | D that has a meaning that is opposite to the
A. reality | underhned word/expression.
B. certainty 50. The government’s conciliatory attitude will only escalate
C. confirmation o the crises.
D. doubts - | A. forgiving
- - B. belligerent
C. arrogant
D. lethargic
END |
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